
'THE VOICE FOR LAKE HURON'

HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM THE
COASTAL CENTRE!

DONATE TODAY!

https://www.lakehuron.ca/donate
https://www.lakehuron.ca/holiday-cards


Need a New Year's Resolution?
It’s that magical time of year when the
clock strikes midnight and everyone gets
to hit a metaphorical “reset” button.
People take this new beginning as an
opportunity to change aspects of their
life that they think they could improve on.
This year we are also entering a new
decade and to celebrate, the Coastal
Centre wants to give you 10
conservation resolutions you can use to
improve your relationship with mother
nature. Any one of these would be a
great place to start!

#1 Say no to single use .
By now we’ve all heard about the importance of reusable straws and shopping bags, but
there are so many other things in our life that are single use. For example, have you
considered bringing food containers to restaurants to take home your leftovers, or
swapping disposable cotton swabs for reusable ones?

#2 Buy clothes second hand
The clothing industry uses massive amounts of water and creates more carbon
emissions than international airplane travel. Synthetic clothing also contributes
microplastics to our lake! By thrifting instead of buying new, and by purchasing natural
fibres wherever possible, you can reduce your impact!

#3 Compost
It’s easier than it seems! Here is a guide on how to start and what can be composted.

#4 Start green lawn care
There are a number of ways for you to switch your lawn care routine to a little more eco
friendly. For example, instead of fertilizer, try using your compost from #3, or an even
easier option is leave your leaves in the fall as a natural nutrient source.

#5 Buy local
This is great for so many reasons. You are reducing the travel impact you're food has,
you're supporting local farms and businesses, and you're getting fresher food, just to
name a few. Farmers markets are great places to spend a weekend morning so check
out a few.

#6 Have more meatless days
By eating vegetarian even one or two days a week you can still significantly reduce your
environmental impact (and maybe sneak some more veggies into your diet?).

https://www.planetnatural.com/composting-101/


#7 Bee pollinator friendly
Dandelions are actually great snacks for pollinators. By spraying dandelions, you are
putting herbicide straight into the diet of bees and beetles. It's best to manually remove
them or leave them be. You can also take this one step further and plant a pollinator
friendly garden, full of native flowers that will make pollinators very happy.

#8 Give things a second life
One way to reduce the amount of waste you produce is to attempt to fix things before
buying new. This is often a great way to save money too.

#9 Reduce phantom energy
Most electronics continue to draw electricity even if they are off. Unplugging things when
they are not in use can reduce your electricity use by up to 15%. The easiest one to start
with is a phone charger when there is no phone charging.

# 10 Donate to environmental organizations
This can be monetary or by volunteer work. The Coastal Centre, and many other
conservation organizations would not be able to do what they do without your generosity.
Get in touch to find out how you can lend a helping hand.

Lake Huron and Our Snowy Winters
As winter envelops Ontario,
Lake Huron becomes
covered in ice, though the
amount of ice coverage can
vary from year to year, and
this is being impacted by
climate change. As of
December 17th the total ice
cover for the Great Lakes
was 1.7%.

Annual ice cover on Lake
Huron affects much more
than just how many days we
can go ice fishing or
skating. Years with heavy ice

coverage inevitably affect the nautical shipping industry, precipitation and evaporation
trends for spring, erosion rates, as well as lake levels and water quality for that year's
summer months.

Lake-generated snow squalls form
when cold air, passing for long
distances over the relatively warm
waters of a large lake, picks up
moisture and heat and is then
forced to drop the moisture in the
form of snow upon reaching the
downwind shore.
 
Lake-effect snowfalls are common
over the eastern shores of Lake
Huron and Georgian Bay because
these large bodies of water can
hold their summer heat well into
the winter, rarely freeze over and
provide the long fetch (distance of

https://davidsuzuki.org/queen-of-green/create-pollinator-friendly-garden-birds-bees-butterflies/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIvYfi2eOe5gIVDisMCh1ywgkSEAAYASAAEgK7SPD_BwE
http://cwf-fcf.org/en/resources/encyclopedias/fauna/explore-our-pollinators.html?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIvYfi2eOe5gIVDisMCh1ywgkSEAAYAiAAEgK_rvD_BwE
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http://cwf-fcf.org/en/resources/encyclopedias/fauna/explore-our-pollinators.html?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIvYfi2eOe5gIVDisMCh1ywgkSEAAYAiAAEgK_rvD_BwE
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water that the wind blows across) which allows the air to gain the heat and moisture
required to fuel the snow squalls. 

There are some key ingredients that you need to produce lake effect snow. The first is a
relatively warm body of water (e.g. Great Lake). The second ingredient is a source of
cold air. In the Great Lakes Region, that source comes from the high latitudes of North
America where dry arctic air masses often "spill southward" over those warm bodies of
water. Heat and moisture from the warm lakes rises into the "modified" arctic air where it
then cools and condenses into snow clouds.

The prevailing wind direction
determines where the snow will
occur. On Lake Huron, air
masses coming from the
northwest will have a much
larger fetch to travel over, and
so have more of an opportunity
to pick up moisture.

Squalls can be costly business
along Lake Huron with high
expenditures for snow removal,
frequent hazardous driving
conditions, and in general, adding to the rigours of winter weather besetting residents in
this region. Climate change projections for the Great Lakes suggest that snow squalls
may intensify, due to a higher temperature regime and more open, ice-free winters.

Highlight on the Hog-
Nosed

One of the newest found inhabitants of the Lake Huron
coastline is the Eastern Hog-Nosed snake. Discovered in
Goderich for the first time in 2011, this scaly friend is
considered a species at risk in Ontario. During this time of

year, these critters are hibernating, making them vulnerable to disturbance. A
hibernating snake will wake up if in danger, and that uses up a lot of their energy, a
scarcity in the winter. It's our hope that after a little crash course on the Eastern Hog-
Nosed snake, you'll be able to help us give them the love and protection they need.

The Eastern Hog-Nosed snake has a very distinctive face shape, sporting an upturned
nose (hence the name). Their colour is highly variable and similar to other snakes in
Ontario, so the nose is the best way to be sure you're looking at a hog-nosed. They'll
even use that unique nose like a shovel to dig a nest to lay their eggs, or a hibernation
station for the colder months. These animals like to spend their time hiding in the dune
grass near the beaches and fallen leaves under trees. Because of this, they're one of
the hardest snakes to find, even for biologists who study them! One of the best things
you can do to help the Eastern Hog-nosed snake is protect the dunes that they call
home.

These harmless snakes like to be drama queens and when they feel threatened they will
put on one of two theatrical performances. First, they'll flare their neck like a cobra, hiss,
and might even strike at you. If they do strike there is no need to worry, they won't
actually bite - it's more like a headbutt. Even if they did really bite these snakes are non-
venomous and don't have teeth in the front of their mouths. For you to actually get bitten
by an Eastern Hog-Nosed snake you would have to feed your finger to one like a
French-fry. If pretending to be a cobra doesn't work, they might play dead by flipping
onto their back, and possibly regurgitating the last thing that they ate. Most people don't
know hog-nosed snakes are harmless, and will kill a snake after one of these displays
thinking they are dangerous. This is very false!



So now that you know what to look for,
you're probably wondering what to do if
you see one. First, get excited! Since the
Eastern Hog-nosed snake is a species at
risk, and so hard to find, sightings are
super rare which makes you very lucky to
be seeing one in the wild. Next leave them
alone, they are a lot more scared of you
than you are of them so give them enough
space to feel comfortable. Third, take a
photo and report your siting immediately
by calling our friends at the Huron
Stewardship Council at 519-524-8394. Be
sure to remember where and when you
saw the snake!

If you would like more information on the Eastern Hog-nosed snake, visit the Huron
Stewardship Council website.

The Huron Stewardship Council is a community-based, non-profit that promotes
responsible resource use and environmental protection in Huron County through

networking, cooperation, and collaboration.

Green Ribbon Champion Results
The 2019 Green Ribbon Champion (GRC)
program in Huron-Kinloss was a tremendous
success in increasing coastal stewardship
along the Lake Huron shoreline. By
empowering a network of local shoreline
residents with the necessary resources,
residents work to improve the health and
resiliency of Lake Huron's coastal ecosystems.

Through localized community-based resource
management, LHCCC staff worked to increase
knowledge and public awareness of beach-
dune processes and conservation directly with
over 540 people during the summer and fall
months. LHCCC staff and 57 dedicated
volunteers sprang into action to restore and
protect the beaches and dunes that provide a
host of ecosystem services to communities.
Together we restored 588 m of shoreline,
planted 5,300 Marram grass stems, removed
49-yard waste bags of non-native/invasive
vegetation, and installed 20 dune protection signs. 

Thank you to all who contributed to the program in 2019. We could not have done it
without YOU! A special thank you to our Sponsors: Lush Handmade Cosmetics Inc.,
Nuclear Waste Management Organization, and the Township of Huron-Kinloss.

Last but not least, a big round of applause to the new Coastal Champions of Lake
Huron!

For more information on the results GRC 2019, please visit
https://www.lakehuron.ca/grc

http://hsc.huronstewardship.ca/hognosed/
https://www.lakehuron.ca/grc


The Lake Huron Centre for Coastal Conservation supports environmental efforts along

the Canadian coastline of Lake Huron. We foster communication and partnerships

between environmental agencies and organizations, working towards a sustainable and

resilient coast. We provide education, resources, and information on lake-wide

issues and our programs reflect the inter-connectivity between land and water.

DONATE TODAY!

Follow our social media for updates about our upcoming events and some
interesting quick facts about Lake Huron and its coastal ecosystems!

       

https://www.lakehuron.ca/donate
https://www.facebook.com/coastalcentre/
https://twitter.com/CoastalCentre
https://www.instagram.com/coastalcentre/
https://www.youtube.com/user/TheLHCCC

